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Commercial & Industrial Applica-
tors Inc. (CIA), in conjunction with
Building Science Corporation
recently unveiled  a home  with 50

 percent improved energy efficiency as
 compared to similarly built homes.
 Using Icynene® foam insulation, also 
referred to as insulation/air sealing, CIA 
helped to boost the specifi cations of this 
new home well above the minimum EPA 
energy effi ciency requirements. The 
demonstration project is located in the 
Spring, Texas, exclusive golf course com-
munity of the Green’s at Augusta Pines. 
 “It is a 3,654-sf single-story home 
and incorporates the total systems de-
sign concept,” said Byron Degen, presi-
dent of CIA. “It was engineered by Build-
ing Science Corp. (BSC) as part of its 
Building America Research Program.”
 The research program afforded the 
home many energy-saving amenities in-
cluding an airtight building envelope 
with a cathedralized attic, Icynene® 
sprayed-foam insulation, vinyl low-e dou-
ble pane windows, 14 SEER HVAC system 
heating and cooling at more than 1,000 sf 
per ton, a fresh air intake system with hu-
midity thermostatically controlled,  fl o-
rescent lighting, Energy Star appliances 

and blower door test certifi cation.
 CIA, based in Tomball just outside of 
Houston, and Building Science Corporation
in the greater Houston area, will continue
 to work together to build homes
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 50 percent more energy effi cient than
other Energy Star-built homes. “We project
our company will install Icynene® foam
insulation in a minimum of 250 homes
every year,” 

Degen said. “Our goal is for all new homes 
to be air tight and energy effi cient. 
 “Insulation/air sealing with spray 
foam insulation has become a viable mar-
ket for our company since air sealing re-
duces HVAC tonnage and monthly energy 
bills as much as 50 percent,” he added.
 CIA, which recently celebrated its 
26th anniversary, specializes in polyure-
thane foam applications. Degen said the 
company began in hopes to “provide 
professional construction business prin-
cipals to our prospective clients and to 
install quality sprayed polyurethane sys-
tems.
 “Our business is focused on commer-
cial roofi ng for fl at, low sloped roofs, 
metal building roofs and the insulation/
air sealing of new residential housing and 
commercial buildings,” he noted.
  Degen feels what sets his company 
apart from the rest is the products and 
services it offers.
 “We want to offer our customers the 
21st century, state-of-the-art technolo-
gies, engineering, designs, products and 
installations,” Degen explained. “Since 
1979 we have established ourselves in 
this endeavor to be the contractor of 
choice.”
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